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The Left in Crisis
The various groupings on the left can no longer ignore the serious 
decline of socialism in Australia, argues Lindsay Tanner. He 
argues that socialists must confront the real causes of this failure to 
mobilise long-term support and thereby seek new initiatives to 
ensure the future of socialism in Australia.
A hard-headed examination of the Australian 
jCM political scene in 1985 suggests that the Left is now 
in a very serious state of decline. Whether one looks 
at superf icial indicators or deeper trends, the short-term 
outlook lor the Left is bleak and the longer-term outlook 
simply unknown.
The Communist Party is in severe difficulties after 
having proved to be a relatively durable if not dynamic 
force in the turmoil of the 'sixties and 'seventies. The 
contradictions of a Eurocommunist line in a small socialist 
sect have gradually been exposed. The departure of the 
Victorian C PA  leadership to form Socialist Forum in 1984 
has had a traumatic impact on the Victorian AL.P Left and 
union movement. The emergence of Socialist Forum has
" .... the short-term outlook for the left is 
bleak and the longer-term outlook simply 
unknown."
led to quite vicious internal conflict both within the A L P  
Left and in the trade union movement. The C PA  is now 
seriously contemplating the formation of a new political 
party founded explicitly on the sort of "community 
coalition" approach which gave birth to Socialist Forum. 
The major area of disagreement between the two groups 
appears to be ovr the issue of forming a new socialist part j  
rather than attempting to influence or convert the AL P  — 
appears to be over the issue of forming a new socialist party 
rather than attempting to influence or conver the A L P  —  
the perennial dilemma of Australian socialists.
The socialist sects, which have been characterised by a 
renewed bout of splits and realignments, have fared 
suffered the problem of S W P  entrism and is now also in 
disarray and decline. However, thousands of Australians 
are now actively involved in community groups and issue 
campaigns which tend to reflect Left attitudes and 
philosophy, such as animal liberation, consumer groups, 
People for Nuclear Disarmament, the women's movement 
and so on. Both the Socialist Forum group and the 
remaining C PA  stalwarts have recognised the importance 
of harnessing the latcm political energy which rests in these 
forces.
/
n parliament, and in the trade union movement, the 
Loft's position is weakening. In federal parliament, 
though more organised and cohesive than ever before, 
the Left remains in an entrenched minority, lacking
leading national figures like Jim Cairns because of ;i 
temporary hiatus between the expiring older generation 
and a rising new generation of Left leaders. At the stale 
level, the Left is strong only in Victoria and Nev. Sotnh 
Wales. Yet. in New South Wales, the Right forces ,Lemain 
ftrmlv in control of the party and. in Victoria, the relative 
strength of the Left at the parliamentary level is merely 
exacerbating the deep divisions within the Socialist Lett 
over the role of labor governments.
Within the trade union movement, the Left's position 
has fluctuated. The massive assault on the AM W U 
(Amalgamated Metal Workers Union) has been averted 
for the time being, but has highlighted the v ulnerability of 
progressive unions to attack by external forces with vast 
amounts of money. The I eft has made ma jor gains in w hite 
collar unions and more or less held its position in other 
areas. However, the divisions within the trade union Left, 
particularly over the Accord and relationships with labor 
governments, have severely hampered the Left.
Among the rank and file of the labour movement, and in 
the community generally. the situation is a good deal more 
serious. The proportion of the population professing a 
commitment to socialism is small, and apparently 
declining. The absence of a unifying, inspirational focus on 
the Left and the increasing fragmentation of Left forces 
has brought things to the point where Outright 
marginalisation looms. The political debate in Australia 
over the next five years is likely to be fought between 
Thatcherite radicals and social democrat preservers of the 
status quo.
".... the Left is rapidly acquiring an image 
of an old-fashioned, outmoded theology."
Young working class people have retreated from 
political activity, and the idealism of middle class youth of 
the late 'sixties and early 'seventies has been usurped by 
mindless hedonism and self-interest. Rank-and-file 
involvement in trade unions and the Labor Party, 
particularly among the young, is very low, and appa enilv 
declining, the trade union movement is more unpopular, 
even among union members, than it has been for decades. 
The values ol the Right are spreading, and the Left is 
rapidly acquiring an image of an old-lashioned. outmoded 
theology, perhaps appropriate during the'forties, but now 
completely out of touch with contemporary reality.
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Causes of Decline
r
he primary causes of the declining strength of the 
Left lie inevitably in the dramatic changes in 
Australian socicty in recent decades. In particular, 
the semi-tribal working clas communities of earlier years 
have all but been destroyed by suburbanization, 
improvements in transport and communications, the 
development of the mass media, and burgeoning 
materialism and theconsumerculture. The post-war boom 
raised individual expectations and reduced the influence of 
work relations over social horizons. Increasing 
detachment of working class leaders in union and party 
apparatus from the people they represent has been 
accompanied bv the disintegration ol an entire political 
' culture
The "consciousness industries" which blossomed during 
the 'sixties, such as television, music and fashion, have 
dramatically eroded the distinctive working class culture 
ol the shop floor, trade union consciousness ;md the ethics 
of socialism. Trade union consciousness has been diluted 
by the artificial accretion of paper membership brought on 
by the spread of compulsory membership bv means ol 
agreement between union and company rather than 
pressure from below
"The older generation within the Left 
appears to believe that bad publicity does 
not really matter."
The changing industrial structure in Australia has 
rapidly reduced the numerical and industrial strength of 
the manual working class, traditionally the primary b;isc ol 
the 1 .clI and the labour movement There are now more 
members o! the Australian working class working in 
Ol (ices than in factories. The I eft has compounded the 
effects of this change irt the structure ol Australian society 
by its almost obsessive attachment lo the images of the 
factory floor and the blue collar worker and its failure to 
analyse the change and adjust its political approach 
accordingly, lo r  years the Communist Party clung to a 
position ol "proletarian sectarianism", and the Victorian 
Socialist l.elt is still heavily permeated with an idealised 
conception of the revolutionary blue collar worker and a 
perception of the tertiary educated white collar employee 
as "middle class". This attitude is not calculated to 
engender wide appeal for the Left within the ranks of white 
collar workers.
he increasing dominance ol educated professionals 
M within the AI I’ has provided a base for the 
I formation ol a Centre-! ell. Wedded to the concepts 
ol efficiency, professionalism and elitism, most people in 
thisgioup tend to recoil from the industrial militancy and 
economic policies ol the Left, and content themselves with 
radical reformism on social issues. The l.elt laces the 
difficult task ol trying to separate out the truly radical 
spints from the naked opportunists among the centrists, 
white avoiding being "colonised" ys a power vehicle to be 
Used in a struggle for internal party supremacy against the 
Right. I he I ell also needs lo develop a strategy lot coping 
With the increasing problem ol blue collar alienation from 
the A! I* and politics generally, which is an inevitable -
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product of burgeoning tertiary education, while collar 
employment, and radical professional activism.
The older generation within the Left appears to believe 
that had publicity does not really matter, as it will not 
affect the faithful rank and file. Many left leaders still shun 
the media because il is the "capitalist press" run bv 
establishment lackcys like Rupert Murdoch. The same 
leaders drive around in cars manufactures by American 
multinationals which oppress Ausiralian workers and 
cheat Australian consumers, I ike everything else, 
including the Labor Party and the trade union movement, 
the media is part of Australian capitalism. To use it 
intelligently lo convey the Left's message does not 
necessarily imply capitulation to superficial "image 
politics".
the media is naturally biased against the l.elt, but is 
obliged by its own precepts lo provide the Left with some 
coverage: the Left should, therefore, aim to use that 
cove rate to neutralise to the greatest extent possible the 
impact of that bias. It is a sad fact, but true, that the 
ordinary A! P member and trade union member gets the 
bulk ol his her political information from The Sun,
C hannel 9 News, and so on.
The Left and Economic Theory
J
he I eft has failed to come lo terms w ith the demise of 
state capitalism of Keynesian economics in the mid- 
seventies. The l ed has vacated the field ol economic 
policy and allowed the A L P  Right to dominate almost 
unchallenged: consequently. the central economic debate 
in Australia today is between spciaI democratic supporters 
ol ihe status quo and privatising l iberals. Yet there are 
signs that the l.elt is now slowly and painfully coming to 
terms with recent change: nationalisation is now widely 
regarded as an inadequate solution, there is growing 
realisation that Keynesianism is essentially a social 
democratic rather than a socialist economic sirategy. and 
the liiilier ct tide protectionism is gradually being replaced
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by a more sophisticated and creativ c ;ipprtiiich to industry 
policy.
However, the Lelt still has not recognised the extent to " 
which the Australian economy lias been integrated into Ihe 
world economy, and continues to assume that the 
Australian government exercises the dominant role in 
determining Australia's economic future. The Left has 
suffered increasing marginalisation because of its 
floundering in the economic sphere, and preoccupation 
with issues such as uranium mining. ASIO . US bases and 
abortion. However important, such issues are not integral 
to the achievement of socialism — as a cursory 
examination of the Australian Democrats' policies will 
demonstrate.
" .... the Left now lacks a sense of itself as a 
'moral community'."
A key feature of the Left's decline has been its failure to 
analyse thoroughly and criticise the welfare state and the 
various instruments of the public sector. Rather than 
exercising a sceptical vigilance over the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the welfare state and the public sector, the 
Left has tended blindly to defend these institutions against 
attacks. A related factor which provides grounds for 
concern in the future is the growth of the welfare politics 
industry and the proliferation of leftwing activists in a 
variety of publicly-funded and fairly well paid "social 
caring” and community group jobs. Although the tendency 
to board the public sector gravy train is both natural and 
understandable, lack of money and full-time workers 
being a perennial problem for even the most worthwhile 
organisations, it is important that the dangers inherent in 
this process be kept in mind. These include dependence 
upon, and accountability to, the state, the tendency for 
well-paid activists to purport to speak on behalf of their 
disadvantaged clientele, and a fundamentally "band-aid" 
approach to tackling deep-seated problems.
For many years, the Australian Left has suffered from 
a tendency to uncritical imitation and adulation of various 
foreign movements and governments. A cursory glance 
around the Australian socialist landscape reveals the 
extent to which it has been shaped by overseas events. 
Every major crisis in the Communist Party haseither been 
in direct response to overseas events (the invasion ol 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia for example) or related to 
foreign ideo lo ica l developm ents (the rise of 
Eurocommunism). Most of the smaller socialist sects are 
essentially colonies of parent bodies in the US and UK.
Blind subservience to the "line" ofa foreign country such 
as Russia or China has had a particularly debilitating effect 
on the socialist movement in Australia, alienating many 
outside the movement and causing serious divisions within 
il. While it is ob\ iously valuable for Australia n socialists to 
draw on the theoretical debates and experiences of socialist 
movements elsewhere, it is essential that the colonial 
mentality of blind obeisance is abandoned and original 
socialist thought in Australia fostered.
r  U  T he recent serious decline in the counter-hegemony of 
M socialist and progressive ideas must be seen as a vital 
concern to Australian socialists. The dramatic
advances in the late 'sixties and 'seventies, when 
progressive values on a wide range of matters took hold in 
much of Australian society, have been turned around by 
a concerted counter-reaction. The impact ol anti-racist, 
feminist and humanist values emerging largely from the 
youth revolt in the ’sixties has been enormous, but still, in 
many respects, superficial. ! ike smoking, people now bear 
an intellectual conviction against racism and yet continue 
to practise it in their daily lives without any apparent 
concern. There has clearly been a marked failure to 
capitalise on the major gains made during the anti-Viei 
Nam campaign and the Whitlam period: those which have 
endured have primarily been dieas ol hedonism and 
nihilism — such as sexual liberation — rather than 
socialism.
As a result, in contrast to much earlier days, the L eft 
now lacks a sense of itself as a "moral community". There 
has been a marked decline in distinctively working class 
and socialist cultural institutions. This is partly a feature of 
the impact of changes in society outlined above and, in 
particular, ol the effects of television, but it also reflects the 
dramatic decline of morale and general optimism on the 
Left.
"A great deal of economic policy 
formulation within the Left seems to 
proceed under the assumption that larger 
budget deficits are intrinsically socialist."
The mood of the socialist movement has fluctuated 
between naive optimism and profound pessimism as it has 
moved through various phases and crises, such as the 
stalinist terror, the triumph over fascism, the McCarthyist 
witch-hunt, and the youth revolt in the 'sixties and early 
'seventies. At present, the mood both in the Left and its 
natural hinterland in the community is one of deep 
pessimism and uncertainty, The origins of this niood lie in
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contemporary circumstances: the future is now regularly 
defined in terms of dangers — nuclear war. large-scale 
structural unemployment, ecological crisis.
The development of socialist consciousness and 
solidarity is. to a considerable extent, dependent upon 
individuals having a long-term vision of their own future 
and an expectation of the economic and social framew'ork 
in which they are likely to live out their lives. With the 
perceptions of young people so overwhelmingly 
dominated by the twin fears of nuclear war and indefinite 
unemployment, it is not surprising that the ground for 
development of socialism and especially for a forward- 
looking socialist vision is not very fertile.
Which Direction for the Australian Left?
r
he recent decline of the Communist Party into 
virtual sect status has been a significant factor in the 
increasing fragmentation and loss of direction of the 
Left. For years, the C PA  played a central strategic role in 
the Australian Left, developing new strategies and 
campaigns, setting the ideological agenda, and 
marshalling human and materia! resources with some form 
of global conception of the needs of the struggle for 
socialism. Australian socialism iscryingout foragrouping
— not necessarily a political party —  to take on the 
vanguard role once performed by the CPA.
The recent disputes surrounding the existence and 
activities of Socialist Forum have been perfect illustrations 
of all that is bad about the Left. The sectarian viciousness 
which has surrounded the disputes in the Victorian 
Socialist Left in 1985 leads one to despair for the left's
"The Left has failed to come to terms with 
the demise of state captialism of 
Keynesian economics."
future. The paranoia, personal bitterness, self-delusion 
and pious hypocrisy which characterise the activities of 
participants from all sides in these disputes is enormously 
damaging. Until the Australian Left is able to develop a 
degree of tolerance and respect for internal differences, it 
will remain in its present isolated, marginalised position.
The,Left has contributed to its own decline by its 
addiction to language and expression far removed from 
that of ordinary people. Many on the Left have a habit of 
talking in slogans, appearing as priests chanting 
catechisms rather than thoughtful and tolerant socialists 
prepared to listen to a different viewpoint. The Left also 
suffers from occasional outbursts of erratic behaviour, 
such as the slapstick antics of tomato throwing and 
internal abuse which highlighted the April 1985 "four 
unions" Victorian A L P  Conference.
P
ossibly, the most serious problem facing the Left is 
its failure to devote sufficient attention to questions 
of political theory and ideology. With the 
honourable exception of the Communist Party, attention 
to theory has always been inadequate on the left in 
Australia. Even today, the word "academic" is a term of 
abuse in the labour lexicon surpassed in virulence perhaps 
only by "scab".
This problem is readily apparent in policy formulation ”
by the Left. Foreign policy tends to be a miscellaneous 
collection of specific statements about individual crises, 
rather than an exposition of basic pinciples. Economic 
policy is usually developed without any regard for what 
ought to be the fundamental concern of Australian 
socialists — transformation of the Australian economy 
from a capitalist to a socialist mode of production. A great 
deal of economic policy formulation within the Left seems 
to proceed under the assumption that larger budget deficits 
are intrinsically socialist, that protectionism is a 
foundation-stone of socialism, and that regulation is the 
key mechanism of transformation from capitalism to 
socialism.
"The siege mentality which currently 
permeates the Left must be broken, and 
the earlier sense of optimism, idealism 
and moral commitment revived/'
Nevertheless, the Australian Left is deeply divided on an 
ideological basis between those committed to fighting 
individual (most industrial) struggles without any broader 
vision or program for a socialist Australia, and those who 
do have a "grand strategy" of sorts and devote considerable 
energy to reining in those individual struggles in order to 
ensure that the strategy is not jeopardised. Those who 
oppose the Accord strategy have failed to develop an 
alternative which extends beyond the isolated industrial 
conflict. Those who support it have failed to realise that a 
strategy which allows no room for struggle from below and 
requires constant effort to keep the troops from mutinying 
is inevitably elitist and social democratic in flavour. A 
transformist strategy for a socialist Australia must be 
based on a framework which has room for the pursuit of 
isolated sectional struggles and enables the energy devoted 
to those struggles to contribute effectively to the broader 
struggle.
Grounds for Optimism
A Ithough the Australian political landscape appears
/M  particularly depressing from a Left perspective in 
1985, there are various factors working in the Left's 
favour. The most notable of these is the effective 
nationalisation and internationalisation of politics as a 
result of developments in mass communications. 
Ignorance is the foremost weapon of reaction and, despite 
its role as an agent of social conditioning, television has 
brought a knowledge of politics and world events to 
ordinary people which is unparalleled in human history. 
Developments in media and communications technology 
have also assisted the left in various other ways. Cheaper 
printing, cheaper travel and the growth of public radio 
have allowed the left to communicate more with the 
outside world, and increasingly draw on sources of 
information which are not controlled by political 
opponents.
The emergence of a widespread network of conservation 
groups, women's groups, migrant organisations and self- 
help groups has provided the traditional Left with
Continued page 38.
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The Left in Crisis continued.
potential allies sympathetic to the Left's approach, and 
with a very important source of new policies, new ideas, 
and new political techniques. These organisations often 
pose a refreshing challenge to established shibboleths ol 
the Left, and allow for a fairh dynamic relationship 
between political party members and community group 
activists.
"Rather than exercising a sceptical 
vigilance over the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the welfare state and the 
public sector, the Left has tended blindly 
to defend these institutions against 
attacks."
These developments are symptomatic of a wider 
syndrome of immense significance to the Loft: the 
increasing politicisation of women, migrants, church 
groups, welfare organisations, and white collar unions. In 
many respects, quite independent!) of the established Left, 
groups such as the Brotherhood of St. Laurence and the 
Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace have begun 
to espouse policies on issues such as poverty, 
unemployment and foreign military bases which are 
similar to Left positions. Similarly, white collar unions 
have begun to reflect an increasingly radical and aggressive 
acti\ist stratum within their rank-and-file membership, 
often people previously involved in, or exposed to, the 
wave of student political activity on campuses in the late 
'sixties and early 'seventies.
r
he most promising recent development for the I.eft in 
Britain has beren the surge of activity and achieve­
ment in local government. Local authorities have 
been used as a base for intervention in the planning, 
investment and production processes loan extent simph 
unheard ol in Australia. The leftwing leaders ol such 
authorities have been aggressive and innovative in ihcir 
approach and. consequently, managed to achieve 
substantial public support despite the constant attacks of 
the Thatcher government and the vitriolic British press, 
The Australian I.eft needs 10 recognise that grass roots 
work at the local government level is a much better way ol 
building genuine consciousness than the ritual capturing of 
major institutions in society.
1 he f inal important reason for holding some faith in the 
future of the I.ell is ihe growing indications of movement 
towards left unitv. Almost every major party and sec! on 
the Australian I eft seems lo have been involved in unity 
discussions w ith another organisation in the past couple ol 
years. As usual, greater adversity tends to produce greater 
unitv and. although there are vcrv deep divisions within the 
A I.P  l.eft in Victoria, there are good reasons for an 
optimistic outlook in the medium term for unity and co­
operation wuhin the left forces throughout Australia. 
Once again, the major stumbling block will be the 
inevitable question of attitudes to Labor governments and 
the Labor Party.
The Way Ahead
"  rm  Jhe Left's initial concern should be to bring about a
M  drastic overhaul of its political technique. Ih e  
lingering antipathv to the media must be brought 
into a proper perspective, and a professional approach to 
propaganda and media presentation developed. The Left 
needs to muster its forces to devote a much more 
substantial allocation of resources to printed material, and 
to start exploring the enormous possibilities offered bv the 
extensive public radio network in Australia.
There is an urgent need for the Left lo broaden its 
horizons. At a time when the Australian economy is being 
rapidl> internationalised, the A L P  Left is struggling to 
maintain the fledgling national left structure first 
established only a couple of years ago. Communication 
between the A L P  Left and similar groupings in other 
countries is inadequate. Sections of the Australian Left 
such as the C PA  have a proud tradition of 
internationalism, and it is vital that that tradition is revived 
and refurbished for the Left as a whole.
A revival of theoretical debate is also essential to the 
regeneration of the Australian Left. That debate which 
does occur remains remote from most left activists. The 
time is ripe for a broad assessment of the Left's traditional 
dilemma relations with the A LP . Australian socialists 
have never really been able to come to terms with the 
choice between electoralist and agitationalisi politics: the 
end result of this inability has becna perpetually equivocal 
attitude to the Labor Party. If the A I.P  is to become a pale 
imitation of the US Democratic Party, Australian 
socialists within the A L P  will be obliged to reassess their 
attitudes towards the party.
Although the C P G B  Furocommunist "broad alliance" 
approach is not necessarily the correct path, there can be 
no doubt that the Left needs to reorganise around new 
concepts and new structures to take account of the 
emergence of new' forces on the progressive side or the 
political spectrum. Attempting to explain the rise of these 
forces in purelv class terms, and thereby relegating them, in 
practice, to a subsidiary and submissive role, is simply not 
feasible. T he A I.P  Left has developed invaluable informal 
links with community organisations in the welfare sector 
and the peace and disarmament movement. Il is necessary 
to develop different mechanisms for strengthening the 
relationships between these organisations and other 
progressive sections of the labour movement.
"The Australian Left needs to develop an 
ethic of l)uitding socialism from below'."
h is crucial that the l eft comes to terms w ith the trend 
towards white collar employment and the gradual 
proletarianisation of white collar workers in Australia. 
There exists within the white collar sector a vast and 
largely untapped potential for political and industrial 
activity. Mobilising this potential will be difficult: it 
requires nurturing of the idiom oft he office rather than the 
factory floor, recognition of issues that are important to 
white collar workers, and a drastic revision ol the ! eft's 
attitude to public sector efficiency Ihe key need is fora 
collective change in the state ol mind on the left, to
38 Australian Left Review
The Left in Crisis
eliminate ihe "middle class bureaucrat" sligma still 
attached to while collar workers,
Fundamental change is required in the Left's approach
lo youth. The impact of the consciousness industries since 
ihe ‘sixties may be annoying, but it cannot be ignored. The
" .... the Left needs to reorganise around 
new concepts and new structures to take* 
account of the emergence of new forces on 
the progressive side of the political 
spectrum."
Left needs to idcntily the common denominators of 
contemporary youth culture, and integrate socialist 
perspectives w ith them to the greatest extent possible, ll is 
essential lhat the I eft transcends ihe apocalyptic visions of 
nuclear nightmare and deals also with the more mundane 
levels of youth aspirations.
Coming to Terms with ChangeTI  he entire basis of (he Left's approach — a commonly 
agreed set of socialist ethics — is in urgent need of 
reinvigoration. One of the major reasons why the Left has 
developed an image of pig-headed conservatism and 
aberrant opportunism is its failure to assert fully the 
"moral foundations" on which socialist doctrine is based. 
The Viet Nam campaign and, more recently, the N D P 
phenomenon have demonstrated ihe extraordinary power 
of the moral impulse in Australian politics. Howevermuch 
the l.elt is committed to economic ideals such as protecting 
Australian living standards, the primary rationale behind 
any socialist position should he lhat it is fair and just,
The application of socialist moral philosophy lo the 
persona! lives and relationships of socialists is equally 
important. Tolerance, understanding,and u willingness to 
listen to and treat seriously another person's point ol view 
are in short supply on the left in Australia. Male socialists 
need to recognise that however progressive the altitudes 
they profess about women may he. in practice, most, if not 
all of them, have taken about two steps down a paih of a 
hundred towards living in genuinely equal relationships -
with women, whether politically, sexually, at work, or 
otherwise.
The Australian lefl needs to develop an elhic of 
"building socialism from below". Australian socialists are 
still heavily permeated with the philosophy of "capturing 
the state", and thus tend to devote too much energy to 
taking control of institutions and not enough to activity 
at grass roots levels such as local government and 
community groups. It is a short-sighted approach for 
socialists lo rely on the quirks of representative democracy 
as a means of achieving control of social institutions, as 
ultimately they Will be constrained by a politically 
backward rank and file to have a say. but also by being 
genuinely pari of that rank and file, and reacting in 
a tolerant, creative and non-manipulative way wilh other 
rank-and-file people.
J
he final key requirement for a I eft resurgence is the 
development of a basic practical program which is 
readily understandable and clearly transformist, and 
allows a role for individual struggles in the industrial and 
community spheres. 1 he electorate is increasingly judging 
all parties, and particularly ihe Labor Party, by practical 
considerations: hence, although the development of a 
"moral crusade" aspect to the Left's appeal is of great 
importance, its value is minimal unless it isaccompanies by 
clear-cut practical policy proposals.
These suggestions for reviving the Left's political 
fortunes all boil down to one thing: a dramatic change in 
consciousness wiihin the Left itself. The siege mentality 
which currently permeates the l.elt must be broken, and 
the earlier sense of optimism, idealism and moral 
commitment revived. Many techniques and approaches 
traditionally employed by the Lefl need to be abandoned 
or substantially revised. Australian socialists need to
"Until the Australian Left is able to 
develop a degree of tolerance and 
respectfor internal differences, it will 
remain in its present iso la ted , 
marginalised position."
develop an entirely new strategy which both harks back to 
the traditional moral ethics of socialism and acknowledges 
the contemporary realities of a rapidly changing society, a 
"new socialism" to counterpose to the ihreai of new 
conservatism.
While it must be accepted that underlying economic 
forces provide the motivating force behind social change, 
the Australian Left cannot simply sit hack complacently, 
set in its ways, and wait for it all to happen. The present 
decline is very serious, and shows no signs of abating: it will 
take a massive effort of will on the part of the Left to 
eventually revitalise the socialist cause in Australia.
Lindsay Tanner is a Socialist l eft member of the Victorian A L P  
Adminsitrative Committee, and president of the Victorian A L P  
Economics Policy Committee.
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